
2021 COVID-19 Recovery Grant  
Request Summary 

 
COVID-19 Recovery Grant Application  
In response to the strain the COVID-19 virus pandemic is placing on the local 
healthcare system and community-based organizations, the Desert Healthcare District 
and the Regional Access Project have made available grant funds to provide additional 
support and resources to our local healthcare and service providers. 
 
Boys & Girls Club Of Coachella Valley, Grant #1235 
 
About the Organization 
Boys & Girls Club Of Coachella Valley 
42600 Cook Street, suite 120 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 
Tel: 760.836.1160 
http://bgcofcv.org 
 
Organization Type:   
501(c)(3) 
 
Contact: 
Maria Jimenez 
   Tel: (760) 836-1160 
   bgcdhsmaria2@aol.com 
 
Proposal 
Project Title: Power Hour/Brain Gain 
Total Project Budget: $10,000.00 
Requested Amount: $10,000.00 
Start Date: 6/14/2021 
End Date: 8/27/2021 
 
Project/Program Description 
 

Community Need: Define a specific need(s) for the project and describe the alignment 
to ongoing COVID-19 relief, recovery, and assistance efforts. 
 
The covid-19 pandemic has had a significant negative impact on the learning levels of 
our youth.  The pandemic will undo months of academic gains, leaving many students 
behind.  Of course, the idea that students forget some of what they learned in school 
over the summer isn't new.  But there is a difference between summer learning loss and 
pandemic learning loss. Because the summer, formal schooling stops, and learning loss 
happens; during this pandemic, many of our youth face obstacles such as lack of 
internet access and parent involvement since many of these parents' don't have the 
necessary education.   Still, pandemic-related learning loss is much greater, in which 



studies show that students will experience substantial reading and math drops, losing 
roughly three months of reading and five months' worth of math gains. We anticipate 
around 200 members' participation in this program.   BGCofCV serves the underserved 
communities of eastern Riverside County, specifically the low-income communities of 
Indio, La Quinta, Coachella, Mecca, Thermal, and Oasis. More than 90% of our Club 
members qualify for free-or-reduced lunch through the State of California, with a 
majority (75%+) living in an area designated as a disadvantaged community (DAC), as 
established through SB35 (CA), representing 25% of the State's most impoverished 
regions (https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/sb535). Children and youth who reside in 
these economically disadvantaged households and who live in low-resource, urban 
neighborhoods are more likely to lose ground in reading over the summer than their 
upper-income peers. These youth also often come from ethnic minority backgrounds. 
The academic disparities between low-income and higher-income children increase as 
children grow older, widening this achievement gap. Summer learning programs are an 
important strategy for “narrowing the gap”. 
 
Project Description: What program/service are you performing or providing that is vital 
to your target population during the current COVID-19 public health crisis and describe 
its importance. 
 
This program provides the youth with an opportunity for academic and social-emotional 
skill development with interactive project-based activities that allow for authentic inquiry 
and problem-solving.  It has effectively addressed the needs aligned with common core 
anchor standards, engaging academic activities, and building academic skills.  Each 
module comprises one-week fun, themed activities. Some of the themes that they will 
be working on are:  

• inventions,  
• investigating flight,  
• fun with forensics,  
• exploring flavors  

Each module takes a project-based learning approach engaging youth in learning 
through discovery, creative expression, group work, and final production. Some of the 
themes they will be working on are inventing new ice cream flavors, experiencing slime 
properties, fun with forensics, and other themes.   Due to the pandemic, we will be using 
a virtual platform. Our goals are for all youth to become proficient in basic educational 
disciplines, set goals, and explore different careers. And embrace technology to achieve 
their goals and to succeed in their career choice. 
 
Is this a new project or an expansion of a preexisting project? Please describe if 
the proposed project has been developed recently or if a preexisting program has been 
modified to address the impact of the COVID-19 virus 
 
This is an expansion of a preexisting program. In order to accommodate this program 
due to COVID-19, we will be using a virtual platform. 
 
 



How will the grant funds be used? Please describe specifically how the grant funds 
will be used towards operational and/or programmatic support? 
 
$3400.00--  Program Specialists (x4) - $850 per Clubhouse 
$3000.00--  4 Unit Directors to oversee program - $750 per Clubhouse 
$1000.00--  2 Kiwi Co. kits per student (100 students, 80 Kits @ $10 ea.) 
$  600.00-- Incentives and gift cards 
$2000.00-  Materials and supplies 
 
Geographical Area Served 
Coachella; Indio; La Quinta; Mecca 
 
Population Served 
Children (6-17 years old); Youth (18-24 years old) 
 
How many residents will be served? Please provide the number of unduplicated 
number of individuals and/or number of services provided 
200 
 
Evaluation Please describe how the success and/or impact of on-going operations or 
the proposed project will be evaluated 
 
Evaluation 
 
The measurement tool that we will utilize to evaluate this program's impact would be a 
pre-test at the program's beginning. After six weeks, we would conduct a midway 
measure to make sure that they are progressing, and at the end of the program, we 
would have a post-test to evaluate the progress they have made. 
 
 
 


